
Colostrum Feeding Protocol 
for Newborn Beef Calves
Which scenario best describes your newborn calf?

CALF NEEDS SOME HELP!
Feed Colostrum Supplement, 
ideally within 2 hours of birth 
(50g-60 g IgG)

CALF NEEDS HELP!!!
Feed Colostrum Replacer, 
ideally within 2 hours of birth
(120g - 180g IgG)

NO NEED TO INTERVENE

Scenario 1 Scenario 2 Scenario 3

 �Calf is not nursing

 �Calf was delivered via 
C-section or pulled

 Cold, wet conditions

 �Twin birth, dam death, poor 
udder or teat confirmation 
or inadequate bonding - 
often first calf heifers

 Calf is standing
 Calf is slow to nurse

 �Calf is still slow to stand 
and nurse

 Calf standing
 Calf is nursing vigorously
 Dam and calf bonded

6-12 HOURS LATER

CALF NEEDS  
MORE HELP!!!
Feed a second feeding  
of colostrum

 ��Calf is up and  
vigorously nursing

OR

NO NEED TO INTERVENE


